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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

FEBRUARY 9, 1821. 

Mr. Smith, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to which was re« 
ferred the petition of Thomas Oxley, made the following 

REPORT: 

The petitioner states that he has invented a new and useful ma¬ 
chine and engine, called the American Land Clearing Machine, and 
Land Clearing Engine, for cutting down trees, and also for cutting 
up the roots of trees, in a very expeditious manner. He also states 
that he is not a citizen of the United States, and prays for a law to 
be passed to grant to him a patent for this invention,- and also for 
some other useful inventions which he will shortly produce. 

The law authorizing patents to be granted is liberal to aliens. It 
only requires two years* residence within the United States to entitle 
any foreigner to its benefits. The Committee can see no reason for 
relaxing in favor of every foreigner who may think fit to ask for in¬ 
dulgence; and are of opinion that the prayer of the petitioner ought 
not to be granted. 
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